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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restriction 

1. The Applicant's election of Group I, claims 1-18, in Paper No. 8 is acknowledged. 
Because the Applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP 

§ 818.03(a)). Claims 1-18 are considered and claims 19-26 are withdrawn from consideration. 

Specification 

2 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible mirior errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Drawings 

3 . The photomicrographs representing Figures 32-4 1 and 45-46 are acceptable as Applicant 
has shown that the photographs are the only practicable medium for illustrating the claimed 
invention. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. In the IDS filed October 1 5, 2002, in Paper No. 7, references are crossed out as they are 
duplicates of references disclosed in the IDS filed December 26, 2001 in Paper No. 5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-5, 8-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US# 

5,500,277 to Trakhan et al. 

Trakhan teaches an endless belt and carries a web of cellulosic fibers from a forming wire 
to a drying apparatus, typically a heated drum, such as a Yankee drying drum. The belt 10 
comprises a reinforcing structure 12 and a pattern layer 30. The reinforcing structure 12 is 
further comprised of at least two layers, a web facing first layer 16 and a machine facing second 
layer 18. Each layer 16, 18 of the reinforcing structure 12 is further comprised of interwoven 
machine direction yams 120, 220 and cross-machine direction yarns 122, 222. The reinforcing 
structure 12 further comprises tie yarns 322 interwoven with the respective yarns 100 of the 
web facing layer 16 and the machine facing layer 18 (col. 5, lines 10-25). The second primary 
element of the belt 10 is the pattern layer 30. The pattern layer 30 is cast from a resin onto the 
top of the first layer 16 of the reinforcing structure 12. The pattern layer 30 penetrates the 
reinforcing structure 12 and is cured into any desired binary pattern by irradiating liquid 
resin with actinic radiation through a binary mask having opaque sections and transparent 
sections. The belt has two opposed surfaces, a web contacting surface 40 disposed on the 
outwardly facing surface of the pattern layer 30 and an opposed backside 42. (col. 5, lines 30- 
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41). Therefore, Trakhan teaches claim 1 and 1 1 limitations of a mask comprising a structure 
having a top side and a bottom side opposite the top side. 

The belt may further comprise conduits 44 that may be discrete, as shown, if an 
essentially continuous pattern layer 30 is selected. Alternatively, the pattern layer 30 can be 
discrete and the conduits 44 may be essentially continuous. Such an arrangement is easily 
envisioned by one skilled in the art as generally opposite that illustrated in FIG. 1. Of course, it 
will be recognized by one skilled in the art that any combination of discrete and continuous 
patterns may be selected as well (col. 5, lines 50-65). Therefore, Trakhan teaches claim 3 
limitations that the opaque regions comprise a continuous or discrete pattern. 

Trakhan teaches that opaque machine direction yarns 220 or cross-machine direction 
yarns 222 may be utilized to mask the portion of the reinforcing structure 12 between such 
machine direction yarns 220 and cross-machine direction yarns 222 and the backside 42 of the 
belt 10 to create a backside texture. The yarns 220, 222 of the second layer 18 may be made 
opaque by coating the outsides of such yarns 220, 222, adding fillers such as carbon black or 
titanium dioxide, etc. (col. 6, lines 10-30). 

Trakhan teaches that actinic radiation does not pass through the yarns 220, 222 of the 
second layer 18 which are substantially opaque. This results in a backside texture on the 
machine facing surface of the second layer 18. The backside texture is registered with the yarns 
220, 222 of the second layer 18 having the second opacity and which are substantially opaque to 
actinic radiation (col. 6, lines 28-35). Trakhan teaches that different yarns 100 of the belt 10 
have a different opacity (col. 7, lines 1-5). 
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In addition, Trakhan also teaches that the pattern layer 30 extends from the backside 42 
of the second layer 18 of the reinforcing structure 12, outwardly from and beyond the first layer 
16 of the reinforcing structure 12. Some portions of the pattern layer 30 do not extend below 
particular yarns 220, 222 of the second layer 18 of the reinforcing structure 12. Therefore, 
Trakhan teaches claim 8, 1 1 and 18 limitations that the mask has a first pattern of transparent 
regions and opaque regions, and a second pattern of protrusions outwardly extending from at 
least one of the top and the bottom side of the mask. As shown in Figure 2, pattern layer 30 
comprises discrete protuberances, therefore, Trakhan teaches claims 9 and 10 limitations. The 
figure shows that the pattern layer and other regions form a non-random repeating pattern. 
Because some portions of the layer 30 do not extend below particular yarns of the second layer, 
Trakhan teaches claim 13 that the opaque regions comprise distal surfaces of the protrusions. 
The figure also shows that the pattern of opaque and transparent regions is independent from the 
pattern layer 30 and that the regions are juxtaposed. Therefore, Trakhan teaches claim 14 and 
15 limitations. 

In any embodiment, the machine direction and/or cross-machine direction yarns 220, 222 
of the second layer 18 have a second opacity and/or second specific opacity, which are greater 
than the first opacity and/or first specific opacity, respectively, of the yarns 120, 122 of the first 
layer 16. Therefore, Trakhan teaches claim 1 and 16 limitations that the mask has a pattern of 
transparent and opaque regions, wherein the opaque regions comprise at least first opaque 
regions having a first opacity and second opaque regions having a second opacity different from 
the first opacity. Trakhan also teaches claim 5 limitations that the second opaque regions 
comprise regions that are adjacent to the first opaque regions. The yarns 220, 222 of the second 
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layer are substantially opaque to actinic radiation (col. 5, lines 50-60). It is more important that 
the first layer 16 have multiple and more closely spaced cross-machine direction yams 122, to 
provide sufficient fiber support (col. 8, lines 1-5). 

Trakhan teaches that the yarns are woven together in a weave pattern as shown in the 
figures (col. 7, lines 15-35), therefore Trakhan teaches claim 2, 4 and 12 limitations that the 
patterns comprise non-random and repeating patterns. 

Claims 16 and 18 are rejected as Trakhan teaches the structural features of the mask. The 
claims are drawn to the mask itself and not the process of using the mask. The limitations in the 
claims drawn to the regions shielding areas of curable material are not given patentable weight 
as they are drawn to the intended use of the mask and not to the structural features of the mask 
itself. 

6. Claims 1-5, 8-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US# 
5,914,202 to Nguyen et al. 

Nguyen teaches a phase shifting mask. Nguyen teaches a reticle is provided through 
which incident light is passed to define predetermined areas of illumination on a light sensitive 
photoresist surface. The reticle comprises a first transmission level film producing transmitted 
light of a first intensity, a second transmission level film producing transmitted light of a second 
intensity greater than the first intensity, and a third transmission level film producing transmitted 
light of a third intensity greater than the second intensity (col. 4, lines 35-45). The second 
transmission level film transmits more than approximately 10%,but less than approximately 
90%, of incident light, whereby the attenuation characteristics of the second transmission level 
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film are approximately mid-way between the first and third transmission level film attenuation 
characteristics, such that the reticle, when directed to a light sensitive surface, forms at least three 
distinctive intensities on the illuminated areas of photoresist (col. 4, lines 45-55). Therefore, 
Nguyen teaches a mask with a top and bottom side where the mask has a pattern of transparent 
regions and opaque regions having regions with first and second opacities. As shown in the 
figures, Nguyen also teaches protrusions extending from one of the sides of the mask. Therefore, 
Nguyen teaches claim 1, 8, 1 1, 16 and 18 limitations. The claims are drawn to the mask itself 
and limitations drawn to the intended use of the mask do not materially limit the structural 
features of the mask itself. The figures show claim 2-5, 9, 10 and 12 limitations that the 
transparent, first opaque and second opaque regions comprise non-random, repeating and 
discrete patterns, where the second opaque regions are adjacent the first opaque regions. The 
first opaque regions of Nguyen comprise distal surfaces of the protrusions (second opaque 
regions). The first opaque regions are independent and separable from the second opaque 
regions and the mask comprises elements that are juxtaposed. Therefore, Nguyen teaches claim 
13-15 limitations. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claims 6, 7, 1 7 and 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
US# 5,500,277 to Trakhan et al. 

Trakhan teaches the limitations discussed above in paragraph 5. Trakhan does not 
specifically teach that the opaque regions comprise third opaque regions having an intermediate 
opacity or that the regions comprise a one-directional gradient opacity. However, Trakhan 
teaches that the local opacity may vary throughout a given cross section of the yarn 100 (col. 7, 
lines 5-10). Therefore, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that Trakhan envisions 
embodiments where the local opacity varies in one direction across the cross section of the yarn. 
Also, because the local opacity varies, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that a third 
opacity, different from the first and second opacity, would occur in the varying opacity. 



1260. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday, from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. If 
attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Mark 
Huff, can be reached on (703) 308-2464. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9310. The After Final fax phone number is 
(703) 872-931 1. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Conclusion 



8 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Saleha Mohamedulla whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



January 24, 2003 
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